A good reception

Corporate headquarters continue to give designers, manufacturers and installers a chance to show off their
talents and showcase the latest technology. Simon Duff files his report on the latest developments

hey say first impressions
are vital and in the case
of a company’s

reception area this is definitely

true. The decor, layour, lighting,
even the room sound help to
set the tone. Often vi
welcomed into reception areas

are

with digital signage showing a
company presentation and
other business information.
They then might check a room
booking system to confirm
meeting space availability. In the
meeting room they'll
expect [0 see projection screens,
projectors, LCDs, and
videoconferencing and other
AV equipment.

At every stage of the process
there are opportunities to use
technology to create the best
possible experience for visitors.
Businesses today are defined by
how well they can urilise
informarion to engage with
customers and stakeholdé®
Inreractivity, collabora
dynamic real-ume ca
therefore the key forg
developments in corpily

Despite the recessic
confidence in and expech
of the markerplace remain
Fraser McDonald, UK sales
manager at Mitsubishi
Visual Information S

division, comments: “The
recession hasn't really dulled the
corporate customer s pr\‘ﬁ.‘n‘nrc
for high-quality, professional-
grade display equipment.

* Control
= Digital Amplifier.

Fully integrated modular faceplate system:
» Termination Faceplate and Cables

Techconnect Modular Faceplate features:
* Non-solder phoenix connectors for easy installation

Display systems are an
investment on which corporate
users want to see a good return
in terms of performance and
longevity. Build quality s also
important factor from the

¢ perspective: our new 52in
slim-bezel LCD monitor
(MDT5215) 15 a good example
of how we see the market for

these kinds of displays
developing.”

Other companies are also
beginning to share a feeling of
optimism. Toby Jackson,
business development executive
at Crestron, says: “As the
market recovers from the

downrumn we are expecting
trends to accelerare as finances
increase and companies
embrace new rechnologies.
Videoconferencing will
continue to be popular,

especially as we make way for
high-defininon systems.”

Growth i digital signage
Digital signage networks
running on IP continue to gain
in popularity in reception areas.
A desire for new ways in which
businesses can differentiate
themselves has increased
interest in the medium. “The
main dnvers behind the growth
of IPare the increased
manageability of systems, lower
cost of operation, and
simplified maintenance
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Anders+Kern's showroom facility in Mildenhall

LCD, plasma screens and
projection technology all
nue to have their
! merits. Derek Kuziw,
“ector of
omments: “Itis
=ase thar flat-
d projecrion
d to different
For example,
ge applications
nantly use LCDs,
jereas most larger meeting
room screens will snll use
projection. Although the:
some very large flat-panel
displays
a front- or rear-projection screen
system, such as Anders+Kern's
StarGlas, would still be the

are

ble on the market,

more cost-effective option in a
boardroom or meeting room.”
With screen price-per-inch
coming down, a general trend is
towards using larger screens.
However, the size and type of
screen is still dependent on the
application. Kuziw remarks:
“For example, at the Anders+
Kem HQ a Zm-wide
projecuon StarGlas s
main feature in the showroom.
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There are then a number of
42in and 46in Mitsubishi LCDs
used for videoconferencing and
digital signage.”

Paul F resident
of Chief Manufacturing, which
produces a range of mounts,
lifts and accessories for flat-
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* available in simple packages to spood up installation time

* More than 50 spare modules available to it AV, Home
Cinema, Networking, and Pro-audio applications

* High quality easy-pull cables.

To see why Vision products are significantly better, visit www.visionaudiovisual.com to see our ' Tibé demo videos.
Available exclusively from Maverick and Computer 2000. Please call 0844 391 3312
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